, and no plants were found during a brief search. However, the site is quite overgrown and it is possible the species still persists at that location.
On 20 July 2011, G. C. M. discovered and photographed the same species at the Guild Inn property in Scarborough (east Toronto), Ontario (43.748, , approximately 18 km west of the Pickering site. On 13 September 2011, a voucher specimen was collected from the Scarborough population (G. Miller 131; CAN). The species was tentatively identified as Hypericum hirsutum by G. C. M., and photographs were sent to Peter Ball (University of Toronto) and Anton Reznicek (University of Michigan), both of whom agreed with this identification. Norman Robson (Natural History Museum, London, U.K.) provided final confirmation based on these photographs.
Hairy St. John's-wort has not been previously reported from Ontario ( Superficially, Hypericum hirsutum is similar to Common St. John's-wort (H. perforatum) and Spotted St. John's-wort (H. punctatum), but it can be distinguished from these and from other North American Hypericum species by its combination of conspicuously hairy stems and leaves ( Figure 1 ) and stalked, black glands on the sepals and petals (Figure 2 In the British Isles, where it is native, H. hirsutum grows in semi-wooded successional areas, riverbanks, and damp grasslands (Stace 1997) .
The origin of the Ontario populations of Hypericum hirsutum is unknown. Hypericum perforatum is abundant in eastern North America and is frequently used for its medicinal properties. It is possible that H. hirsutum is also occasionally used for such purposes, deliberately or accidentally mixed or confused with H. perforatum. The plant is possibly overlooked and could be present in other locations in the region or elsewhere in North America, where it should be watched for.
As a new introduced exotic species, this plant should also be assessed for invasive potential. It did not appear to be aggressively spreading in the two locations in the Toronto area where it was observed, but it was well established and was spreading locally at the Scarborough site, which is municipally owned. The Pickering population does produce viable seed, as approximately 70% of the seed germinated after a period of 90 days of moist-cold stratification. THE CANADIAN FIELD-NATURALIST Vol. 125
We hope that Hypericum hirsutum will not become a major threat to ecosystems, but invasiveness can sometimes manifest itself only after a long latency period. For example, Cynanchum rossicum, which is one of the worst invasive species in natural areas in southern Ontario, became evident as a problem only decades after it had first appeared ( Hypericum perforatum, 43.748, −79.190, 13 September 2011, G. Miller 131 (CAN) .
